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Something by way of Teſtimony concern- - 


ing, Clement Lake. 


"THis is that we have to ſay concerning our Deceaſed 


Friend,Clerent Lake,of Crediton ; He was a Man of an - 


Innocent upright Life & Converſation, very Tender Hears 
ed and affeCtionate towards the Truth, and them that 


walked in it ; Heat firſt received Truth in the love of it, and 
continued to the end Faithful to its Teſtimony through all. 


the Exerciſes he met with ; for inthe time of his Convince- 
ment he met with no ſmall Oppoſition and Bxerciſe from and 
by the Wife ofhis own Boſom, and alſo ſuffered Impriſon- 
ment with Friends for the Teſtimony of Truth, all which he 


bore with Patience and Meekneſs, in a humble mind ſub- - 


mited unto God's Will; and in due time it pleaſed God 
through the Spirit of the Lamb to give him the Viftory and 
Dominion over that which ftood in his way : he was diligent 
in frequenting Friends Meetings to wait upon God, though 


outwardly a man attended with much weakneſs, and infirm- - 


neſs of Body, and many times heing filled with a deep fence 
of the Loye of Gad unto his. Soul, and hisHeart tendered and 


broken thereby, his Mouth was opened to Magnifie and :.. 
Praiſs the Lord, and tell by experience of the Goodneſs of... 
God-unto- his Soul ; In ſhort,we are generally well Satisfied 
concerning him, that he wasa man that did truly Fear God, 


loved Truth: and Righteouſneſs, bore a Faithful Teſtimony 


until death ; his, Converſation was a. good favour toall in. 
his day ; and now beiag removed-from us,we believe its welt . 


with him, and he hath his reward. viz. The Crown of Life 
and Peace, and' is at reſt in the Lord. 


John Colſworthy, Robert Eftis, | 


peter wichnrvs, Robert Fo2d, 
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The Teſtimony of Philip Dicker, Concerning 
Clement Lake. | 


A True Teſtimony and Account concerning the Life 
and bleſſed End of that Faithful Servant of the Lord 
Clement Lake;This I can truly ſay from a ſence I hadof him, 
that I believe he was one whoſe Meditation was on the-Lord, 
Day and Night, for ſince I have been concerned to bear a 
Teftimony for the Lord, I have had great Sociery with him, 
I have conſidered his ſolemn Carriage and weighty behaviour 
when he was in the Body and I have heard him ſpeak of the 
many ſtraights and conditions he had been m lince tirlt he 
believed that God did expe&t Worſhip and Service from him. 

And further,I have this to ſay of our Friend Clement Lake, 
Deceaſed, that he was a Man wholly given up to anſwer the 

Mind and Will of the Lord ; for I can truly ſay from a cer 
tain ſence I had ofhim, that his Converſation was Heavenly, 
and that the Lord hath made his promiſe good unto'him, 

as he did unto the Righteous in all Ages, and through the 

Faithfulneſs of him that hath promiſed, we are made as 
Witneffes of it, that his promiſe 15 fulfiled in us,by the Spirit 
of his dear Son Jeſus Chrift our Lord and Maſter, for ſo he is. 
And I being with C. L. and having had a certain knowledge 
that the Lord's Goodneſs laſted with him, and he 1a it unto 

 theend of his Dayes, 'for which we can dono leis then to 

return the Praiſe, 'Glory and Honour that is due unto the 

Lord, for his 'Mercy and Goodneſs beſtowed upon his Peo- 

ple. So he dyed the Death of the Righteous, and hath re- 

ecived the Reward of the Faithful. = _ 
| : Phillip Picker. 
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The Teſtimony that Thave to bare for my 
Dear Husband, Clemen: Like (deceal- 
ed) is as followeth; 


F was a Man endued with much Faith and Patience, 
tender of the Honour of the Name of the Lord, and. 
Zxalous for his Truth and Worſhip, anda good Pater and” 
Example in his Family, often exhorcing me, his Children” 
and Servants in wighty ſayings, touching the good and well- 
fare of our Souls, telling us, that if we periſhed{he was clear 
of our Blood ; and ſince his Death ſeveral of my Neighbours 
have born this Teſtimony of him'to:me, that they never 
were'in company with him but they received Benefit” by it; 
and farther, I bare Teſtimony of him, though often attended 
with much weakneſs of Body, yet he was very chearful un. 
. der it, many times Declaring the Goodneſs and Love of God 
towards him, from time to .time, in the many Exerciſes 
and Tryals he went chrough in baring liis leſtimony for 
the Truth, -inthe Town of crediron, un Devonſhire) where 
he lived, and elſewhere; and further, he was a man of a 
clean Converſation, his very Enemies have ſince his Death 
ſpoken well of him, and-confeſled they believed he is happy; 
and further, I-:cannot well be clear, but muſt acknowled 
that after-my Husband was Convinced of the Bleſled Truth, 
through-cthe many Inſtigations of thoſe. whom we former- 
ly were in fellowſhip with, and others, cauled me to grieve 
him very much by il] demeaning my felf towards him a con- 
fiderabletime; but ſince the Lord was pleaſed roopen my 
. ” underſtanding, 


( 6.) 
underſtanding, and give me a light and fence of the work- 
ings of the Enemy (who is the ſower of diſcord) I have been 
much troubled, and known ſorrow for the ſame ; and fur- 
ther I add, it was the great Love of God towards mein an- 
{wering the deſire of my Soul, which was often with many 
a Cry and Tear,that he would. ſhew me the way of Life and 
Salvation and where he feeds his Flock and cauſeth them to 
reſt at Noon day; and ſince the Lord appeared and an{wered 
(Blefled be his pure holy Name for evermore) we lived in 
_ great Unity,Love and Fellowſhip,to the Comfort one gf ano- 
ther. Ah, but at length he was viſited with, a ſtrong Feaver, 
whereof he lay neara Week and ended. his Dayes here, the 
— of the 12th Month, 1689, And when the Lord was 


aſed: to take him from me, it was I myft confeſs, very 
heard to me, conſidering my great loſs of ftidear and tender 
| a Husband ache was to me; but being throughly perſwaded _ 
ahdfarisfied in my Heart that he i8 at reft with rhe Lord,Tam 
{| fatisfiedin the Will of the Lord, who is over all, God bleſſed 
|;  forevermore ; Amen, ſaith my Soul. =. hs 
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A Letter ſent by Fohn Flavell, an Indepen- 


dent Preacher at Dartmouth, mn Devin- 


{hire, to Clement Lake of Crediton, | he 


b Ear Chriſtian Friend, the true Chriſtian love T'have 
born to.you, ever "ftnce-T came acquatntea, with you, uwa 
ſam the Grace of - God in you, hath engaged me inveal Tender- 
weſs to'your Soul, t0 give you this Paper, if happily the Lord 
may thereby 'Confirm you in his 'T ruth, againſt the Soul-de- 


. ftroying Errors-of Quakeriſm ; :I\am, perſwaded if the Prince: 3 
ples of thoſe Men 'were bat" traly .underſtood, awd the conſe- 


quence that neceſſarily flow from them,* known to 'y0u, 'you wonld 
with a; much Satisfattion, thuſe to dye «Martyr in oppoſition 
to that Error, as the Chriſt tans of Queen Mary's Duyes dtd, 
a74inſt Romiſh Idolitry ; give me leave to fay platuly,« Quaker 
raunot bea Chriſtian,: I mean'a Quaker that knoweth and nefend- 
eth the Principles of that party, 'and I can confirm it as (trougly 


as T aſſert it plainly, ana will do it for 'your ſake, by This ob. 


gament, every part and Branch whereof TI am fully ſatisfied 
Fs EO, "vs 


If Quakeriſin Subvert the Fundamental ' and Eſſential 


Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, then no Quaker that unider- 
flands end profeſſeth the Principles of Quakeriſm, can be a * 


 \Chriftian,” But it doth (0 as willpreſently appear; For: + 
. 1. They Deny the Exiſt ance of the Human Nature; ad" Sue 
Wisfabtion of the Bloodof Chrift. ES Sage 
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2: They Deny the Imputed Righteouſneſs of Chrift, as the 
matter of onr Juſtification. 

3. They Deny the Reſurretion of the Body,and its Partiſipa- 
tra of Glory with the Soul. 

4. They lead Men to the Covenant of Works, aud Obedience to 
the Light within for Salvation. 

All theſe are there real Opinions, let them diſſemble, and hide 
themſelves never ſoCunningly, I can prove it out of their ewn 
wicked Pamphlets,I have had it from there own Mouths ,and that 
often ; and to ſatisfie you of the truth of what I charge them, if 
you will but conſeal the Paper from them,and ask any of their Lead-' 
ers your ſelf,ſo as they apprehend net your deſign, theſe Queſtions 
you ſhall find the Charge Fuſt and Real againſt them ; take a fit 

Seaſon, and Demand thus. : 

7. Arewe Juſtificd and Saved by that- very Blood of Chriſt 
that was ſhed at . Jeruſalem, or by ſome other means they by the 
Blood of. the Man Chrift Jeſs ?- 
 2..1s Teſus Chriſt now in Heaven in a true and real Boly of 
Fleſh .and Blood? Or is he not £- | 

2. Is.the Aﬀtive and Paſſive Obedience, which Chriſt per- 
formed here.on Earth, inthe dayes of his Fleſh, the matter of 
our Righteouſneſs before God ? Or is it ſomething in our ſelves ? 

4. Shall theſe wery Bodys of Fleſh and Blood riſe again at 


Et: the laſt-Day, and be glorified with the Souls, and remain Hits 


74r Bodys ſtill, for Subſtance, though glorified Bodys fer qu#- 
tities ?\ Or what- ſhall bscome-of. them ? : TY 

5. Muſt we expett Salvation by believing in Chriſt for Righ- 
teonfieſs, and applying his Righteouſneſs to our Souls by Faith ? 
67. Kft we expect it by Obedience to the Litht within us ? 

This being done di{cretly, fo as that they ſee you do for 
Satisf ation, aud not to intangle them, IT am confident you will 
fa2 to- your- Sorrow, that T have too Fuftly charged them . with 
thoſe Dammnable Errors, and then the Snare is broken, aud 


* _— 
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your Sonl efcaped ; But you muſt have a care of there deceitful 
Anſwers, and hold them cloſe to the words of each Queſtion, elſe 
they will hide the hook in general and plauſable anſwers. ; 

But it were better for you to converſe on theſe points © 
with ſound and ſollid Chriftians, that know their Prixciples, 
then truft your ſelf amongſt them; but if you muſt, 1 doubt 
not but by a diſcreet management you may have it from the 
Mom hes of their chief Leaders ; the Lord keep your Soul in his 
Truth ; remember there are dammable Eprors, ' 2 Peter 2.5, 
as well as Praftices Give me « few Lives that may. rejoyce, 
and con:fort my Heart concerning you, for my love to you 
makes me Jealous over you. 1 Remain ours in Feſus Chriſt our 


Hope, 


. 


4 


John Flavell. 
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'ving as the Scripture hath ſaid, I ſhall willingly bare thy 
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Clement Lakes Anſwer to the foregoing 
Letter. ; IT 


" Haveconſidered thy Letter, and the high Charges init; * 
and to begin with the firſt. | Pe, | 
Firſt, That they deny the Exiſtans of the Humane Nature. © 
I ſhall, asT faid; anſwer in Scripture Languape, andſhall 
take heed of Philoſophical words,becauſe I do not profeſs my 


{elf tobeone; I logk oniit as a Juſt and reaſonable thing due 


from all men, thar all propoſals of Queſtiens to others abaut 
there Paith and Belicye of the Scriptures, ſhould be in 
Scripture'Language ; I do not remember that ever I read of 
the word Exi/teers or Humane in all the Scriptures of Truth; 
I ſhafl take heed according to the Apoſtle's advice, of 


vain Philoſophy, and ſhall ground my Faith according to the 


Scripturesof Truth in all the matters on which my Salvati- 
on dependeth. | : 

TI believethat Chriſt is glorified with the Father, with the 
fame.Glory he had before the World was, according .to __ 
Fohn 17.5. and 1Tim.3.16. He is received up to Glory, 
and that he ſhall come again in the Glory of his Father, with 
his Angels, Mah. 16. 275. And that he is fitting onthe right 
hand of Power, Mark 14. 62. And that he aſcended up far 


 aboveall Heavens; And that he is gone into Heaven, and is 


on the Right Hand of God, and that it is a Glorious Bady, 
Phil. 3.21. And if this make me an Heretick, for belic- 
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»111 For tHe Second part of it, T het they deny the Satisfultion of 
he Blood Ob! 1! WL - 00 8 OT LEON 

This is a falſe. Lying Slanderous Charge, charge it who 
will ; for my pe according to what I have heard and ſeen 
:fince acquainted: with them, of all the ſorts of Profeſſors 
!chat I have Beet! converſant with, I have not known any, to 
have a greater Eſteem for, and-put a greater value, on the 
Blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chen thoſe do that are thus 
_ Charged ; and indeed it is no wonder that they thus value 
:it,fecing a remnant have experienced ſuch unexpreflable ver-- = 
tue from it, and benetit by it. | " - 

As for my part,I believe Salvation in noother. andout of | 
himthere is none; and T believe, and know itis the Faith: -.- 
of thoſe with'whom I walk, according to As 4. 12. And he - | 
1s the Propitiation for our Sins, 1 Joh» 2.2. And he hath © 
purchaſed us' with his own Blood, A#s 20. 28. and Row.3. 


25. and *by'him we "have Remiſſion of Sin, and-we - | 


are Juſtified by his Blood, Rem. 5. 9g. And by it wehave {| 
Eternal Redemption, Heb. 9.12. « Pet. 1.2. And.-if we © 

walk in the' Light, as heis inthe Light, we have fellowſhip 
one withaiiother, and the Blood of Chrift cleanſcth'vs from | 
all Sin? And what the difference is between the ' walk- | 
ing in the Light, that is ſo much derided, and waiking in 


Chrift;iknow not;but if we walk. in him the Blood of Jeſus © | 


Ehbriſt will cleanſe vs from all Sin, John 7. 9. AndI believe .- | 
not only from the guilt,but from the filth alfo,. yefle g,- Ard * 
I believe that SanCtification and Juſtification are inſeparable. | 

I ſrebutlittle mention made inthy Letter of the eleanfing | 
vertue: of Chriſt's Blood, or the work of Regencmcion that © ! 
muſt. þo wrought in man, or rhe new_ Birth. than imuſt be | 

_ Experienced, orind entreing the Kingdom of Heaven, John : | 

- 83: 3+ Andwe believe, that forall theſe for whom gle Blagd” - 

. :2.5Þf Chriſt maketh Sarisfaftion, they Know and Expericnce's * || 
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Clement Lakes Anſwer to the foregoing. 
Letter. vin . + 0 


" Have conſidered thy Letter, and the high Charges init; * 
and to begin with the firſt. | / > RP 
Firſt, Thar they deny the Exiſtans of the Humane Nature. = 
I ſhall, asF faid, anſwer in Scripture Languape, andſhall” 
take heed of Philoſophical words,becauſe I do not profeſs wy* 
{elf tobe one; I loak on;it as a Juſt and reaſonable thing due 
from all men, thar all propoſals of Queſtions to others abaut 
there Paith and Believe of the Scriptures, ſhould be in 
Scripture'Language ; I do not remember that ever I read of 
the word Exiſtsers or Humane in all the Scriptures of Truth; 
I ſhafl take heed according to the Apoſtle's advice, of 
vain Philoſophy, and ſhall ground my Faith according to the 
"nr dns Truthin all the matters on which my Salvati- 
on dependeth. Fe 
Tbclievethat Chriſt is glorified with the Father, with the 
fame Glory he had before the World was, according, to . 
Fohn 17.5. and 1T:im.3.16. He is received up to Glory, 
and that he ſhall come again inthe Glory of his Father, with 
his Angels, Meh. 16. 27. And that he is fitting onthe right 
hand of Power, Mark 14. 62. And that he abended up far 
 aboveall Heavens; And that he is gone into Heaven, and is 
on the Right Hand of God, and that it is a Glorious Body, 
Phil. 3.21. And if this make me an Heretick, for belic» 
'ving as. the Scripture hath ſaid, I ſhall willingly bare thy 
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1: Por te Second part of it,” That rbey deny the Sutisfultion of 

the Blood of Chrif. TIO We 0 
This is a falſe Lying Slanderous Charge, charge it who 
will ; for my oy according to what I have heard and ſeen 
[ſince '46quatnted: wirh rhem, of. all the forts of Profeſſors 
:that I have beetr converſant with, I have not known any. to 
have a greater Eſteem for, and-put a greater value, on the 
Blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chen thoſe do that are thus 
| Charged ; andiindeed it is no wonder that they thus value 


'it,fecing # reinnant have experienced ſuch uncxprefiable ver-- 


tue from it, and bene'it by it. 


As for my part,I believe Salvation in noother. andout of | 
him'there is none; and T believe, and know itis the Faith -.- 
of thoſe with whom I walk, according to As 4. 12. And he. 
1s the Propitiation for our Sins, 1 John 2.2. And he hath 


purchaſed us' with his own Blood, 4s 20. 28. and Row.'7. 


25. and *by him we have Remiſſion of Sin, and-we 


are Juſtified by his Blood, Row. 5. g. And by it wehave 


. 
- 


Eternal Redemption,. Heb. 9.12. i Pet. 1.2. Andi 'we - 
walk 1nthe' Light, as heis inthe Light, we have fellowſhip /- 
-one withatiother, and the Blood of Chriſt cleanſcth'vs from? | 


all Sin? And what the difference is between the walk- 
ing inthe Light, that is ſo much derided, and walking in 


Chrift;iknow not;but if we walk. in him the Blood of {Fo : : | 
Ebriſt will cleanſe us from all Sin, John 7, $ Andl1 believe ,- | 
Qs. vefle g.- Arid 24 


may Ros the guilt,bur from the filth al | 
I believe that SanCtification and Juſtification are inſeparable. 
I ſee but little mention made inthy Letter of the cleanſing 


vertue of Chriſt's Blood, or the work of Regencation that” | 
-muſt. bo wrought in man, or rhe. ge. Birth chap inſt be | 
F - 3: 3+ And we believe, that orall thoſe for whom ale Blogd -. ; 
+ - vt Chriſt makech Satisfaftion, they kgow and Expeticnce's * 
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urging of their Conſcienees from-dead. workgv-Rerve-ithe 

ſiving God; and thisa-Remnant have found'a 19. can fpeak 
it to the Glory of our God, 1 Per. 1,8, 19. They know 
Rcdemption from a vain Converſation by the pretious Biood 
of Chriſt, and I hope that this is alſo clear, If Scripture will 
paſs, and I be believed, thac it is the Faich of choſe called 
Quakers. 
| As to the Second, that They deny the Imputed Righteonſ- 
meſs of Chriſt. as the matter of Our 3 uſtification., ts 

Before I anſwer this Queition, I would query my ſelf what 
is ment by Our ? | ER mo 

Whether it be all men-univerſally, without condition or 
quallification ? and ſo wherher Chriit did in the Body of his 
'Blcſh, in his owa Perſon all that was to be done tor man? 
or whether his work is not to. be. experimentally. known in 
every man, for the deſtruEtion of Sin, and the.v ork of SanFti- 
fication, by allthat ſhall have the beucfir of his imputed 
Righteouſneſs, yea or nay? cf] 

For my part this is my Faith, that he is a bleed Man to 
'whom the Lord imputeth Righteouſneſs, and to whom the 


'W . {Lord will not Impute Sin, Rom. 4. 6, 7, #. But | believe 


 : alſo, that thoſe Souls.chat are in this Blei.ed <tate, do know 


| -and Experience a work of SanQification wrought in them, 


and the deltruCtion of Sin wraughr for them, and Redempri- 
- on from Sin,all wxvught by the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt for all 
' thoſe thagbelieve in his Name and Power, 1'Cor: 1: 30. And 
he- was allo made manif-|t for the deſtruQion: of: the works 
of the Devil, 1 John 3. 8. And where this work is wrought 
\ for man, andin man, thefruit ofrhe Spirit is brought forth, 
; wr _—_— to Gal. 5.22. And this ai(o, is my- Fairh,. that 
|; . they alfoknow the old man to be Crucified, that the Body 
| _ of Sin may be- deſtroyed,. that hencefatth they may; not 
[- -ferve Sin; andſo know a waſhing anda fagQtifying;' before. 
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chey know themſelves tobe Julliied, 1 Cor. 6.1r. And thoſe 
ſhall have the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to them. 
_Thirdiy, That chey deay the Reſurretizon of the Body, and. 
its Partsfpation of Glory with the Soul. *N 
This 15 another falſe Charge 3 we believe the ReſurreQi- 
onof the Body, that the d-ad ſhall be raiſed up incorrupta- 
bly, x Cor. 15. 52. And we believe the ReſurreQion of the 
dead both of the Juſt and Unjuſt, As 24.15. And that 
thoſe vile Bodys ſhall be made like io his Glorious Body,Phit- | 
3-2t. And we belicve that all thar are in the Grave ſhall come 
forth, they that have done well to the ReſurreQtion of 
| Life, and they- that have done Evil, to the Reſurreftion of 
. Lamoation, John 5.28. 29. And thoſe that are guided by: 
the Counſel of the Lord, and follow it here, ſhail- be rc- 
ccived up to Glory P/al. 73. 24 And that we ſhall be glorifi- 
ed to gather with the Lord, Rom. $. 17. 18. And webelieve 
that thoſe that follo.v Chriſt in the Regeneration deny theme. 
ſelves, and take up the Croſs, ſhall Ioheric Etcrnal- Lite; 
Math. 19.29%, 29. And we believe alſo, that the end of thole. 
that are Enemies to the. Crols of Chriſt, will be deſtruRtion, 
Phil. 3. 18, 19. FEY 
Fourthly, That they lead Men ro the Covenant of Works,and 
Obedience to the Light within. | 
1 his 1s a Slander, calt out of the Mouth of the old Dra% —. ; 
£9: like a Flood,. to prejudice the World, and ſpreqgby his 7 
Agents ; what.ground Men have farthis Charge tknow not, 
except. it be for. preiſigg People: ro the Mortificarion- of © | 
Sin by the Power of the Lord; denying of" ſelf, Crucify- 
1ag-of the. Fleſh, . with the Aﬀettisn 'and -Luit: thereof, 
ard tak:ng up the Croſs and following of © hrift; -: who 
..our Way, Frurh and Lite 4:;0ur of whom we: believe. 
there 1s no Salvation from. *in or-Wrath: No'Name arPgwer 
- $4 under Heaven whereby any Soul can befaved, bur 
+ > - Jetus*”.. 3 
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Jeſus Chriſt ; He is our all in all,and man is gothing, neither 
can doany thing asto his own'Salvation ; for without him 


- his Holy 


we can do nothing, it is he that'worketh both to* will and te 
do'dfhis'vown goodPleaſure : And to as many as receive him, 
to them he giveth Power to become th& Sons bf God, even** 
to'them that believe in his Naine, which PFdith' atfo idthe 
Gift of God. It would be thought hard' meaſure from us * 
if we ſhould ſay, that becauſe no mention is made in all thy 
Letter, of any thing that is to be wrought in man, or done 
by man, asa Quallification of thoſe that ſhall *pirtake 'of 
thofe benefits by Chriſt, that therefore you do believe that 
Men may partake of them, and yet do what they will, and 
live as they liſt, tho we have as great a ground for it, asan 
have for charging us to lead Men to the Covenant of Works. 
- For the Second part of the Charge; © That they lead Mey to 
Obedience to the Light within for Salvation. TIT COR 
This I will ſay, that Rebellion is as the Sin of Witch-craft, 
and Stubberaneſs is as Idolatry, and that without Obedience 
there will be no eating the Fat of the promiſed Land. + And 
for the Light within fo much deſpiſed by the dark Rabbies' 
of the World, this Light of 1/ree! ſhall be for -a Fire, and' 
One for a Flame, that ſhall bura and devour the 
Thorns in one day,Eſ+.01. 17. And that we preſs Obedience 
to the Light within, we own,who is Jeſus Chriſt the Light of 
J/rael, the Light of the World, who is given to be a Cove- 
nant toghe People, anda Light tothe Gentiles, to open the 
Blind Eyes, E/. 42. 6,7. 'This was David's Light to his 
Feet, and Lanthorn to his Paths, P/a. 119. werſ. 115. And 
this word, or Light, or Jeſus was in the beginning ; and in 
him was Life, and the Life was the:Light of men, 1 Jobs 
.$. And this begnotng he is ur Light and Life, and heir is 
that expels the Darkneſs' out of the Heart ; and thoſe that 
are Obedient to him are called the Childrea of Light, _—_ 


(15) | 

s.8. Andit isby this Jeſus'Chrift, who is the Wiſdonvand 
Power of Gad,, the Light chat maketh manifeſt all thingsas 

they are, that. bringeth down every Imagination in+ man 

that exalteth it ſelf againſt the Lord, and bringeth every 

chought into Obedience to himſelf; he it is that is the authsr 
of Eternal Lite: to all that obey him, Febrew 5.8. and-x 

Pez. 1. 2. And that he is within, and dwelleth in the Saints, 
we own ir, .tho for owning it weare an Abomination'to the 
Egyptians,' 2 Cor. 13. 5- Are not the Saints the Templeof 
God ? And doth he not dwell in bis Temple ? And is it not 
in the Heart? Andis not the Heart within ? And is not his 
Throne there ? Andis it not thers he giveth.inthoſe ſweet 
and bleſſed Comforts to his People? And is it not there he 
poureth out his Wrath on the Wicked? Andis itnot in 
the Heart that he is ſtriving with the Children of Men, to 
reclaim. them by his motions? And M<ns Diſobedience to 
-it\is. a grieving of him, and rebelling againſt him; 1. Thef. 5. 
\Ig- And it cemethto'me, that any«man that hathRetſon or 
Religion, ſhould be fatisfied with this account; unleſs thoſe - 
that will Unchriſtian others that they might be thought the - 
beſt Chriſtians themſelves, and beſpatter others that them- 
ſelves might {hine. And Sol have anſwered the firſt feur - 
Charges, and it Iam beſides the Trath, I deſire it may be 
maniteſted to me in a few Lines. 

I look on it as a Juſt and Reaſonable thing, that before 
any Man Unchriftian another, that firſt they prove ulicre 
own'Poſition to be according to Truth. 

And Secondly, that they prove thoſe Perſons guilty of de 
nying thoſe Truths, for which they. Unchrittian them, 
which neither 15 done in thy Letter, but by a bare fay fo, as 
# it muſt be true becauſe » is ſaid, .and {aid by ſuch a one ; 

ut it 15 no new thing, ſuch there were in the dayes of old, -. 
Rev. 2. 9. But he that hath the Key of David hath opened a 
Ek a .” n=,  _ 


the Good of all men, 


"Cx6) 


Door to us; that no man can ſhut, 


| and by this little 

Frength we have kepr his word, and have nor denyed his 
-Name, Rev. 3.8, 9. For which the People are angry that 
we donot as they haye done :' And nothing leſs then to 


-Uanchriftian us will ſerve. Bur whit if the day ſhould come 
that you thould acknowledge the Lord hath Icved us ? ſure 
it would be a great change ? I ſhall nor inlarg any furher, 


10 ſpeak of the five laſt things, bur-may refer them until I 


-havethe anſwer from them, from whomit is expefted; and - 


.as T have faid formerly, wherein Lam beſide the Trath, in 


what TI have written, let it be lignified to me ina few lines, 
who ama weſ|-wiſher tothe proſperity of Sox, and deſire 


Clement Lake. 


We are not the People we are reported to be, for we are 
-. falſely repreſented to the World, by thoſe who have made 
Lyes there refuge, 'Eſa. 18.15. And under faiſhood have hid 
themſeves.: But Tndgment the Lord will lay to the Lyne, and 


' Righteouſneſs to the Plumet, and the Haile ſhalt ſweep away 


the refuge of. Lyes, verle 17. 


Anſwer were made by you or others, I eXamine not, 
thing to the purpoſe ;. our point is not. what you 


A Second Letter ſent tome from Toh 


Flavell, which 1s- an Anſwer to my 


 fornier Letter, the ſeventh of the ei 
Month, 


Clement Lake; 


I 607. 


oht 


Received lately an Anſwer to my Letter, writtew 1a heh 
& Tears ſince, to preſerve you' from Luakeriſm, whether this” 


r it 15. 30- 
reve, But 


what is the known publiſhed Doftrine of the Quakers, from 
which my care was to preſerve you ; I told you that a Ouaker 
owning the profeſſed Principles of Quakeriſm, 'caunot -be a 
Chriſtian, and inſtancrd in ſeveral Fundamental Points of 
Chriſtian Doctrine denyed by them; to all of which you gave me* 
your own private. Fudgment, in Scripture terms, which ſeemeth;. 
generally ſound, as I hope you ſtill remain in your own Principles : 
But what is this to the Doitrine of that People with whom you 
20w walk; forſaking. thoſe Aſſemblies where. firſt 10u found 
Chriſt, if ever you found him ; I am only conterned to prove my 
Aſſertions , that Quakeriſm overthroweth | Chriſtianity; and 
this is plain by what followeth, which I take not 'up*- upon Re- 
ports at Rama 
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but give. it you out. of their own- printed. 


7rd Y 


" Firſt, He cannot be a Chriſtian that rejefts the Scriptare as a 
Rule ; But ſo do the' Quakers, Toldervy is his Book, page 6. 
faith, Thar ſearching the Scriptures is not the way to find out 
the mind 'of Chritt 5 bur' the turning of the mind to within. 
.Oze Maſon iz his defence of Cravon, page 1 2. ſaith, Did Paul 
or any of the Apoſtles walk by any letteral rule ?. 'or was not 
their rules a meaſure of the Spirit of God committed to 
every one of them ? Nayler in his Book againft :ohn Rayner, 
ſpeaks thus of us, who aiffer from him, Their Law is without ; 
it heir Light without, their Church without, all which we 
i: witneſs to be within; Farwell then ſay I to the written 
word. | 


_, Secondly, He'cannot be a Chriſtian that af firmeth Perfeition, 

and Freedom from Sin on this fide Heaven, x Jchn vr, 8. This 

hath Leen often aſſerted in my hearing by the  Qnakers, and 
- +#s Printed by Maſon , 7» page 3. of his Book, quoted from 
['; . Epheſ. 4. 12. Concluding thus, Were England's Blind Watch: 
bis men Commiſſioned from Chrift, they would not thus prate 
Live againſt PerfeQtion. | 


1 | Thiraly, He cannot be a Chriſtian that mateth no diſtiftion be= 
i tween the Godly, and the Ungodly, but doth affirm that Chrift 
jt .exlighteus every man that cometh into the World, with 4 
W' Javing Light ; but ſo did John Stubs, George Fox, azd ma- 
M; .ry others affirm it, and defend it ina ſet diſpate with Mr. Wig- 
| | .gon 3n the Printed diſpute, Page 13. . Labovring to prove that 
.eyery man in the World hath the Spirit of Chriſt ſavingl 
in him, from 1 Cor. 12. 7. 1f ſo, we muſt alter the whok 
frame' of 'cripture and Chriſtian Religion. Anas as- to 


..:Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs, how flighting doth Nayler, 
SD | | hf {peak | 


OrrY 
ſpeak of it, 25 « Doftrine of ours, Page 20. of bis Book ; 
but I need go no farther ; 1 could inſtance in many great 
points more, as that of the Reſurreition of the Body, which 
hath beew once and again denyed by the Quakers to my 
Face, and that with ſcorne aud contempt of my ignorance, 
for ajfirming it, ſo that I ſpeak nog uncharitably or untruly 
when I ſaid what 1 did of their Opinions, : 

It may be you will ſay theſe were But perticulay Perſons, 
and you rejet? there miſtakes, I ſay, they were the leading 
men of your party ; and how ſhall we know your Opinions 
but from there Books? as for you, I pray the Lord would 
preſerve you ſound inthe faith, and returns you to your fir 
Lowe, to his Saints and Ordinances. Tam full of compaſſion s 
your Soul, andremain your Friend, 


John Flavell. | 
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An Anſwer to John Flavell's Second Let- 
ter ſent ' 16097. to him from Clement. 
Lake of Creiiton in Devonſhire. 


I Received thy Letter, and by it underſtand that thou 
RK haſt received mine, which thou doſt queftion wherber 
wade by me or others ; I aſfure thee that no other but my 
Self did- indite or write one Line or paſſage of thar or this 
thon tell{t me again that a wan owning the profeſſed Prin- 
Ciples of Quakers -can not be a Chriſtian ; and that thou didſt 
inſtance in ſeveral Fundameatal Points denyca by them, 
to which Ireplyed they were falſe Charges, and to, all of 
them I ſhould give my reply as my own private Judgment, 
which was ſeemingly ſound. 

This 1s another abuſe, ſeeing T ſaid, it was the Faith of 
thoſe called Quakers alſo, and the Fairh of thoſe with 
whom 1 walked. But it ſeems tho my Anſwer were ſound 
yet not very Aeceptable, for it was in Scripture terms. 
It is true, I am utterly againſt it that Scripture ſhould 
bow to vain Philoſophy, and to'be wiſe above what is 
written, and allo it ſeems one thing not liked, my for- 
; 1akeing thoſe People with whom IT have walked? (ir is true) 
while they walked I walked with them ; but when they 
grew weary and fat down, muſt I be blamed for not do- 
ing as they did, becauſe I walked ſtill, and that by the 
. Footiteeps .of the Flock according to. there own __ 
an 


- 


-and cannot ſet down or turn og There is onething that 
I have obſerved cf the like nature, and 1s counted rather 
a Vertue thena Vice in others (which is this) in the time 
when the Sheeplierds fled, and the People fcatrered, the 
Croſs of Chriſt appearing, the People crepr in under the 
Wing of the Church of {Ezgland- for fhelter, I do not ſay 
to avoid the Croſs ot Chriſt, (look they to that) liteltered 
they were, and fed roo, with ſuch food as they had to 
give chem, if not wholſome,why did they uſe it? What made 
them there ? Why did: their Stewards permit .it , if they: 
found che Bread of Life there ? Why are they drawn off” 
again ? was not this permitted by thee and others, it not 
approved ? (and why was it ? ) to keep the Children quiet, 
that they might not Cry for Bread, when the Stewards 
would nor give them any, for the Lyon was in the way ; was 
it good Bread then, and is it 'Husks now ? Now they will 
fecd theſe People themlelves, or rather theſe People muſt 
fecd them, for their Bread now yeildeth a good rate,. and 
it they will-not come up-to the! price, we- will go to ano» 
ther Flock : Well now, tneſe' People muſt leave'thoſe with” 
whom they have walked, and be blamleſs, but blamed if 
they will not leave them ; ſurely I muit needs fay that 
they all dealr very diſingenouſly with the Church of Eng- 
lazd, to leavethein now they have moſt need of them; as 
have told many to there Faces, and not only fo, but rejoyce . 


1n there Ruin, which is an' Hl requital'for there tormer 
kindnefs ;- but enough of rhat. : | 


In thy former Letter thy Charges were drawn, and in 
thy laſt Letter I expeCted proof of what was then Charged, 


*but T have failed of my ExpeCtation, and'of fare dealing too, 
'for the firſt Bill is loſt; anda new Indictment is:drawnup, 
: bro is not fare ; it yet lieth onthee to prove tor bare thy 


In 


--C8<F 

Ir thy firſt Letter we were Unchriſtianed. by thy. falſe-. 
- Accuſation and lying Slanders no {mall Evil tor a Mini» | 
ſer of Chriſt to be found guilty of, to unchriftian ſuch a_ 
body of People with a'bare lay ſo, it 1s a Spot, but.not of 
God's Children, they are Children that will nor lye; and. 
it hath cauſed my Heart to grieve that ſuch a one as thy 
{cif ſhould be the. author and ſpreader of them, {o that ma-- 
ny in this place who:have had thy Perſon in admiration, . 
have been doing the ſame evil Work, having an Implicet 
Faith, much like a Generation of. men, who believe as: the 
Charch believeth, and it is true becauſe 'the Church faith: 
it; and ſo they did believe it and ſpread it becauſe thou- 
Gid'Rt it... But now the Retuge of Lyes is {weeping, away,- 
People. having bad oppertunity of hearing, Friends, . and: 
Coaverſing with them in this place, thy Folly now. ap- 
peareth, and thy Aſſcrtions are found to- be Lyes, tho? 
John Flavell have ſaid it, Hicks, Faldoe and others ; for 
the: Earth is lightned with the Glory of the Lord, and: 
we would that all mea knew us.as. we are, and then: 
ter [them .judgs, for we. are. not aſhamed. of our Prin- 
ciples. | ; we 

ur to leave the firſt, and come to the Second Charge or 
Indidment, He cannot be a- Chriſtian that rejeits the Serip: 
tare 4s 4 Rule... OE | 

But what I have yet found, I may ſay to thee as Nethan 
to David, Thou art the Man ;- for by what Rule. are we- 
thus falſely accuſed, and abominably landered ? And it is- 
a rare thing rhis day. to hind: many ſuch as thy ſelf to 
Slander us Ignorantly, and not Malitioully. .- 

But to the matter of Faq, what was AbePs, and Noah's, . 
and Enech's Rule, Leader or Guide,before the Scriptures were 
written? was it agg the Spirit of God, and the fame Spirit _ 
that gave forth the Scriprures ia timg, and moved-the holy 


— 


men: of Old, 'who ſpake as the Spirit gave them utterance, 
'-even the faine Spirit of Truth that Chriſt promifed thould 


- them into all 'Truth, Feb 14. 36, 19. chap. 16.13, We 
"own. and honour rhe, Scriptures above all other Writings 
+40 the 'Wor'd, ,and they are profitable for DoEtrine , for 
" Reproof, and for CorreQtion and Inltruction in Righte- 

oufneſs, 2 Tim.16. We own we are not of the {ame 
mind with an Afſembly once gathered, that the Scrip- 
" tures are the only [Rale, thea 'arwell to the Spirit of God 
 fay I: We do bdlieve that it is not in the Power of men 

to depriye the Saints of their Rule, Leader or Guide which 


1: the Spiritof the Lord ; Bur if the Scriptures be the only | 


Rule, then it is poſſible that men may be deprived of their 
Rule by their Enemies; Matth. in. 179. No man knoweth 
the Father, but the Son, and heto whom the Son ſhall reveal 


him, , And now I will appral to all the Faithful in thoſe _ 
| late Years, when their leachers fled from chem , when 
' trouble came, and Preaching and Hearing became expens:.. 
five, had not a Remnant been taught of God, had they not-. - 


had the Spirit of the Lord to lead and guide, and inſtruct 
them, what had become of them? Had there not been 
Springs in the Deſert, and Rivers in. the Wildernzfs, 
ſtreaming from the Lord to refreſh thoſe diltrefſed Souls, 
what had become of them ? | 
.  3dly, He cannot be a Chriſtian that affirmeth Perfettion or 
. . freedom from Sin on this fide Heaven. © 
_ © How is the Scripture rejefted here, -and'made to bow 
down to the experience of men? who are taught by their 
Teachers, that #t is impoſſible to have the Warks of the Dewil 
©- Heftrozed; and fo make yoid Chrift's © oming, when *ſome- 
thing there is that cannot. be parted with, and therefore a 
\Cry1s made, damnable Doctrine tohave.Sin deſtroyed. 


a 
: _ 
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be given to his Diſciples, and remain with them, and lad. 
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T (hall firſt lay down that. (Gol bath commanded. it,, Gep. 
1-7. 7. Walk before we, and be thou perfect. Matth. 19.24» 
If thou wilt be perfedF, (ell all; All muſt go if Gad call for 
it, or.no Perfection.; he had done many things, and that 
from his Youth up, and many Sins doubtleſs were ſlain, 
and the man. dead: to. them ; A brave Profuifpr for our 
days ; but one thing muſt be kept, a Wedge of Gold, a Bu. 
byloxiſh Garment ;. he had great Policfſhons,and tharhe could 
not part with for Treaſure in Heaven, the pretiouſneſs of 
which he had. not the Experience of by Faith,. and this 
made him go away aber 5 ;. doubtleſs he liked not. the 
DoErine of PerfeQtion like the People of our days, men 
can be content to. have Drunkenneſs. and.. Swearing , 
Murder, Theft, and ſuch like Go/zah's ſlain ; rhis is poſ- 
ſible-to. live without to ſome, and cry, they will enough 
againſt thoſe that will not, and well worthy : But what'Sin 
is it I would fain. know that the Lord .cannot, yea, will 
not deſtroy and keep us from as.well as theſe, if People 
did not hide them, and will not let them go ? Is it poſſible 
men may have the greater, and not the leſſer ſlain by the 
Power of the Lord? if they. would bring them forth, ;he 
would ſlay them before  the:r faces. . There is ſomething 
that is ſweet ro them, like as to Saul, goodly in their: Eyes, 
and that muſt be ſpared ; but that whick is Wild, Diſgrace- 
ful and Reproachful, that muſt te deftroyed ; but ſpa-- 
ring of the. other was his Ruin. Ah, if People were but 
ingenious, and bring forth that to. the Swerd that 1s for 
the Sword, and. that to the Fire that 1s for the Fire,.would 
not then this Sword, and Fire of God's Spirit burn - up. 
and deſtroy thoſe Fatlings and Lambs. that they. keep . 
. in their Boſom, , as, well as chat which is Wild and Re-. 
: P87 pl nes 320 @ 15d Gail 
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'_ T.. ſhall: defire thee: to: view what thy own Pen hath 
written, 4g. 7. of the Saint. indeed; thy definition of 
keeping the Heart,  it-is to have the Heart ſet right; It 
will be too tedious to tranſcribe all, view it what thou 
Jayeſt there, what man was: by Creation, what man be- 
came by Pegeneration,. and what man is by Regeneration, 
. Where all is ſet right again ; and pag. 22. Had they kept their 
Hearts with God, ail had beenwell; and what is that but to 
keep from Sin, pag. 13. holy Job durſt not ſuffer his Heart 
'to-yield to an impure Thought, ſurely then to no wicked 
Action,. and ſo. in a-Sinleſs State, as long-as he kept there. 
I would tain know of thee, if thou doſt pleaſe, whether 
it be poſſible for a Chri/t:ax to obſerve thole direQtions laid 
down in thy Book ?. It poſſible, whether that :Soul will not 
then be: kept from Sin-? and.ifpoſſible, why are we'then 
Unchriſtian'd for believing of it-? If impoſſible why:-thou 
doſt preſs People then to Impoſlibilities, and take Money for 
. it to view thy own Book well, and praftice it alſo? and 
I dare to ſay thou wilt come to that bleſſed ſtate; Look 
to the 191 pag. read it at large, where thou crycft out, 
. Away with bold Cenſuring. But. it was but a little way, for 
i in the 194 peg. thou canſt Cenſure the hy emer they 
never knew what bclong to: Practical Godlinefs;: and 
ſtudy of their own Hearts: 1 beſecch thee.in the-bowels 
of Lay, / do: not be found. in. the. number . of-them-that 
. ſay and:do- not: by what Scripture-Rule dofÞ:thou: thus 
- Judge: the: Secrets: df thouſands :of Hearts, Perſons whom 
thou never kneweſt nor ſaweſt:' View'158-and rgg: paz. + 
where: thou complaineft of the Lives of- Profeſſors; and 
.. how. can :it ibe-otherwiſe ? (What is: the Reaſon of it? 
-they. are_told it ;is4mpofiible to/get' theriiſelves free-of Sin ; 
1J'* «:a0d;ſo.onc:ſers down. Captivated with 'one/Sin;” and fha- 
« cher vith, anablive Sin. I» tell: thee in the Bowels-of Love, 
To CIOS D <5 2: Mink 
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that if; ever the Lord did ſend: thee to Preach the Goſpel, 
' it was-for the Perfetting of. the Saints, and. turning men 
from the Power of Satan to. the Power of God, and from 
Darknefs to Light ;. and not to: tell them-the ſtrong man 
-cannot:be caſt our, and all his Goods ſpoiled, Bur, fay you, 
there is ſomething that cannot be deftraged';: Where thenis the. 
- Purgatory to cleanſe Souls ? You fay, and it is true, That as 
the Trec falleth, foir lieth; and if men dye in their Sins, 
-where Chritt is gone th:y eannot come, and no unclean 
thing- can-enter ; the. Kingdom of Heaven; and yer poor 
People cannat be cleanſed :: Ah rhe Souls. rhat ſplic on this 
Rock! | 
_ ..- 34h,. The Scripture holdeth forth there have been- 
- Petfections; I {hall quote the Scriptures, F/al. 64, 4. Gem... 
; 6: 9g. Job 1:1... Prov, 2.21.. 1.Cor,2.6.. 2Cor. 13.9. tc. 
where the, Apoſtle Praycth for it, and Exhorteth to it, 
. Row. 6. 1.. How ſball we that are dead to Sin live any longer 
thercia.? | Men muſt. know a Death to Sin, or I. will be 
bold to lay, : ſhall know a Death for Sin, Verſ. 6. . They. 
mult know. the Old man” Crucified, that the Body of Sin - 
- Tay be deſtroyed, that henceforch.-they. ſhould not ſerve . 
- $10, /er/."7«. He that is dead, is freed from: fin ; men will - 
- not know a Freedom. from: Sin,. until they know ..a Death / 
.'xo. Sit: Fer/.: 18; . : Being then made Free from: fin , they. 
-.: became Beryants of Righteouſneſs ; Yerſe 12. 'Whien dead | 
- £0: fin, the ſervants to Righteouſneſs, . and) rhen men have- 
; their Fruits to Holineſs. .and their End is Everlaſting Life : 
"This 4% . the DofQrine of Chriſt. . 0 ::  SIT90 


| But the PoQrine of Devils is to ſay, that men- may Sin, 
nd _notdye;':he was the firſt that preached it ; Ge. Zo 3» 
- Je: #lyot:dge;} here is. the great Lyar ; - And. what are: 
. "thoſe: men 'thatiay, . wmex cannet- be. free from Sin till they |. 
. rorie' ts Fieeven, cannot.cexſe from Sin-till came: to —_—_— ; 


- -X 


{ wf3 
that Si» cannot be deſtroyed? What is. this but to make 
Chriſt's coming void, who came to deftroy the Works of 
the Devil, to fave his People from their Sins ? Is nor 
this a departing from the Faith that overcometh the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil., and a giving heed to 
the ſeducing Spirit and Dodrine of Deyils, to ſpeak 
Lyes to uphold the DeviPs Kingdom? x T7». 4.1.. and 
unchriſtian all that believe; as the Scripture hath. faidy 
that Chriſt ſavech from Sin, (not in In) from the Power 
and Praftice, from the Filth, as well as the Guilr', . all” 
that he will ;ave from Hell and its Damaation ; and who. 
are thoſe that. cry out againſt it, but thoſe that will make 
Chriſt, Scripture, and all bow down to their ſinful con», 
dition? Is there not ſome little one in them, that they 
wiil not give up to Ged's Sword and Fire, ſome Fatlings 
in their Boſom, goodly in their-Eyes, like. $au/, and yet. 
think their Souls hall live for all this, that gather up. 
the Failings of the Saints' to feed upon; that becauſe 
Noh, David, and Peter, and others failed, they may, 
yea, muſt fin all their days: I belſecctr thee '1n the'tegs- 
der love of the Lotd , 'to perſwade the' Children of. met 
to a thorow Work of SanRification in. Body, - Soul - 
and Spirit, and a perfefting Holineſs in the Fear of. 
God, and a Cleanſing from all Unrighteouſieſs, - and a, 
caſting out of the Hearr' all' chat. offend, him, * nor” only.” 
ſome rhings, but att things'thar offecod him), all which: 
is to be done by the Power of the 'Lord;,'.and .{o come: 
to know a Perfection in Chrift, "30d fo. come; to be one” 
with Chriit, as he is witty the, Father ,, Ttid| the ſtrong. 
man-catt out, and all his'Goyds ſpoifcd, god cone to 
be:a Habitarioa for God theeiigh-the Spirit,c My Heart is 
here enlarged, and my Mouth opencd* ro'beat withefs foe 
the Touth of God, that Chriſt is able and willing to ſave _ 
from all Sin, and to keep " from. failing, if men believe - 
2 in 
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in his Power, and keep to it; for it will be to all men: 
according to their Faith ; but, if men do not, yea, will" 
not believe Chriſt is that. he, that cam (yea) and will do 
theſe things for them,, they ſhall, dye in their Sins,: and 
where he 15 gone they cannot come..; | 
. _ 3dly, He cannot be a Chriſtian that maketh no diſt iniFion' 
between the Gadly andthe Wicked, 'or. Ungodly. I 

This. Saddle belt fits thy own Horſe, on whole hack. L 
ſhall ſet 1t, .look-to the Epiltle of thy Book called The Saints 
#pgaced ; where no diflerence is. made between the Godly and: 
the Ungodly, the one ſo Confers, Prays, bewailes Corrup-: 
tion, talks of Experience, open their Condition, neglett the 
watch. over the Heart, and does often fall into feandalous' 
Sins as the W icked do? What difference doſt-thou' make be- 
tween the Godly and Ungodly Hearts, except it be-in- this 
that one ſhall go to Heaven, and the other to Hell, tho they: 
thus live, nodifterence in the Life, except it be that the God-: 
ly fo called by thee are worle in their Lives, for by their 
example they -make faſt :the bands of death-, upon both ; the: 
former -are.cruel , and ſhed. the Blood of other Souls ;: 
fall often into Scandalous Sins; and for proof David is 
brought, He commicted Murder and Adultery : Did he fall: 
ito this often ? was it the Practice of his Life ? was not the- 
remaining part of his Life ſpent in'mourning.and watching; 
| - and warning againſt.and praying againſt all Sin-? and did he 
| not declare his abhorrance of it, by his abſtaining from-It, 
|  allfalſe wayes hedid utterly abhor ? and did he utterly ab-: 
hor it with his Tengue, and not abſtain from ir in his Life 2: 
furely his remaining Years were far different from the 
Life of the Wicked, and ſo were the Life: of other Saints: 
after their falls; and therefore. take: this; Charge home: to; 
thy ſelf, who pleads: for Sin term of Life, and Unchriſtian'! 
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others w.ho plead for purity of Heart. and Life, and a ceafing 
. , ' Ck y % > x - : A 2? . F 0 , . &'% 'F- | ; ; $1; 
from Sin, .and a Freedpm indeed .by.'the Truth : Be nor 


- 


ofendedd becauſe I {| babe. torth. the Word8'of Truth; "its , 


for the honour of .my 


Pleaders. for .it (that -he can) that he doth) thar he will 


wy aVIOu r Chriſt Jetus. ' "Ahd iris. my 
Teſtimony that T bare againſt the Devil 'and Sin indthe 


ſave from Sin thoſe that believe in him, and come to. | 
him. and receive him” in all, his Offices, to thent he | 
will give Power to becqme the Sons bf. God ;. and what 


is that, but to texſe to dot Evil, arid learn to doWell ?/ * 1h 
And now for the proof of thy Charge, for which we' 


are Unchriſtianed, and that we make no. Difference 
betweed the Gedly. andthe Wicked, 1s this, hat Chriſt in- | 


lightieth Every one that cometh into the World "weth, a [auing 
Light. | | 

| would fain know whether Saints be Born Saints ? If 
not , but all are by nature Children of Wrath, Enemies: 
to God by wicked works, as I believe they are ; Then 
whether that Spirit that ſtrived with them, and convin- 
c:d them of Sin, Righteouſneſs and Judgment , and 
brought them out of the ſtate of Darkneſs, Enmity and 


-c 
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Rebellion, and turneth them, or - leadeth. them from the - 


power of Satan, to be lead, giuded and governed i y the 
Power of God, be not the ſame Spirit, that is ſtriving 
with and in the Wicked to reclaim them ? and whetherx-1r 
would not reclaim them, if they did follow it and. obey 
its Reproofs, Inſtruftions and Counſels? God gave his 
Good Spirit to the old V/orld and ethers, and doubtleſs 
willing and ſufficient to ſave them, if they .had not. re- 
ſiſted and rebelled againſt it; it was:Gods Good. Spirit that 
was ſaving which was given to rebellious {/7ae/;: but. they 


Rebelled and Vexcd it, thatir could not dwell-in; them, 
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and..it is the ſame ſecret ſtill Voice that cryeth after, or 
in Man and Woman, This # the Way, walk init ; Retars, 
Return, why will you Dye? But by Rebellion. againſt, and 
Reſiſtance: of, Grieving, .,Vexing and Quenching its Moci- 


ons, it ceaſeth to ſtrive, and we then tc that Soul when 


lefr to commir Sin with Greedineſs. | 

And as I have ſaid formerly, I ſay. again, if in any 
thing thou ſuppoſeſt -I am, beſide the Truth, ſignifie it to 
me in a; few. Lines, who defireth and prayeth, for. the 


- 


NRG of God's Kingdom in.the Hearts: of the Childrea 
of, men. <1 Eg. ; 


Crediton, the 28th 
day of the roth 
Honth,. 1687. © 
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